Mendham Recreation Committee Minutes: January 12, 2011

In attendance: Bruce DiBisceglie, Rich Vallacchi, Kevin Lanahan, Robin Holleran, Amy Johansen & Jacke Schram
1. Communications
a. Minutes from the December 2010 meeting without exception. All minutes/agendas are on the Boro’s website.
b. Communications received: 
i. Ski Report from Marcy Kwiatkowski. Season a success. No problems reported. Only fun.
.
ii. 2011 Recreation staffing from Maureen Massey.
c. Meetings: 
i. Bruce attended the December 20th Borough Council meeting. 
1. No Recreation items were reported by Lou Garubo
2. At the meeting, Bruce discussed West Field issues with Ken O’Brien. 

a. Ken said that the field suffered from heat stress, ragweed and grub infestation.

b. Closure is not required, but Rec/DPW will manage usage to avoid total closure. 
c. Ken recommends restriction of usage to games only and alternate weekends for WMSC.

2. 2011 Field Distribution / West Field Update:

a. The committee reviewed the applications received on time by: Pastime A’s, Mendham/Chester Girls Lacrosse, West Morris Soccer Club, Boca of Mendham, Twin Boro Bears Cheerleaders, Mendham Little League, Mountain View Middle School, St. Joseph’s School, Hilltop School & the Pastime Club. No major conflicts were found. All timely applicants will receive field time. Bruce will communicate allocations by March ’11.
b. Bruce reported that he had contacted the West Morris Soccer Club, Boca & Mt View School about limited field usage (see 1.c.i.2. above)

c. Amy asked about a pipe on the southwest corner of West Field. Bruce will inquire to Ken about safety and possible remediation (i.e.: turf clover)

d. The committee discussed schools policy off pay-to-pay and its effect on school rosters. School numbers are down and some residents are opting for clubs over school sports.

e. Kevin reported that the Mendhams and Chesters are looking at inter-league play at the Majors level.

f. The committee asked for an update on the fence extensions along the first and third base lines on the Boro Park Lower baseball field. Bruce will contact Ken.
3. Booklet:

a. The committee felt there is still added value for a hard copy version of the Recreational Booklet. In the Twp, people do not utilize the on-line version and the Borough is fielding multiple requests for hard copies weekly each Spring. The Borough will distribute booklets with a street target date of April 1, 2011.
b. The committee members are unanimously requesting Lou Garubo to introduce an ordinance allowing a $3 charge for booklets for non-Borough residents. The $3 fee covers cost of production, processing and mailing. 

c. Updating info for 2011: Bruce & Helen Cleary are in the process of contacting organizations for current info. 2010 copies were distributed to all committee members for review and editing.
4. 2011 Staffing & Swearing In :

a. Bruce shared the Mayor’s appointment and terms to the committee.

b. All members need to contact Maureen Massey asap to be sworn in. Robin Holleran has already done so.

5. Prior Business: 
i. Bruce reported that the Cold Hill Rd Crosswalk proposal will be introduce to the Council 1Q-2011.
ii. Bruce sw/ Maureen Massey and the Proclamation for the Mendham Magic will be rescheduled for Feb 7th to properly prepare with the Ehmanns.
6. New Business:   
a. There is a Loop Trail meeting on Jan 24th. Bruce will attend. Jacke asked to address the route through the HS.

b. The Rec Committee will explore new programs for the Borough. Programs should be high value / low-no cost.

i.  The challenge will be attracting committed volunteers. 

ii. Amy offered a few ideas to be reviewed such at the skate exchange.

iii. Jacke reminded all about the DARE Alliance opportunities.
iv. Robin suggested Videographer Boot Camp through Mendham TV.
v. Jacke asked for a joint meeting with Mendham Twp Recreation. Bruce to invite Jeanne Montemarano to a future Borough Recreation Meeting.

Next Meeting: 7:30pm, January 12th, 2011 at the Phoenix House
